SAILORS GET FROCKED, LOOK FORWARD TO NEW REPSONSIBILITIES

It‘s a moment every sailor looks forward to.  It was no exception for the twenty-six USS HARPERS FERRY (LSD 49) sailors who were frocked on Thursday, May 15. 


Operations Specialist Third Class Petty Officer Rosa Thibodeaux said she had been looking forward to it since coming on board over a year ago.  She said she is not only ready for the responsibility that comes with being a petty officer, but she’s interested in learning more about her new job.  “I’m looking forward to learning more about my rate,” she said.
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Electronics Warfare Specialist Second Class Petty Officer Venecia Andersen is relieved that she finally made it.  “It took 3 years,” she said.  “[Being an E-5] is a lot more work and a lot more responsibility, but I’m glad I made it.”


It was a great day for all the frockees, but for Machine Repairman Second Class Petty Officer Naathan Bantz, it was busy day.  Only an hour after being frocked, he held his re-enlistment ceremony.  Bantz said he is proud of what he has accomplished in a short length of time.  “I started out as an E-1.  I have studied and worked hard for 3 years,” he said.  Now, he said, his hard work is paying off.  Bantz wants to make a career out of the Navy and said he is on his way to making Chief.  He and wife, Rimi, are expecting their first child in September and are planning on making Japan their permanent home.  “Japan is where I want to live and retire,” he said.   


Bantz said he thanks everyone that has helped him along the way and wishes the same good fortune for the rest of his hardworking shipmates.  “I know that the people who care about the ship will come through the Navy like I did.  I am proud to be a Sailor.”

Frockees' Included are:

EW3 Andersen to EW2         MR3(SW) Bantz to MR2(SW)  OS3 Bonton to OS2       HN Carter to HM3            SK3 Coates to SK2         FN Conage to SM3
         EN3 Epps to EN2             SN Garcia to BM3
         SN Heiss to BM3            EN2(SW) Houser to EN1(SW)   FN Macanlalay to MM3      OS3 Mclendon to OS2


SN Medas to SM3
        HT3 Morgan to HT2
    FN Nord to EN3
    FN Pelayo to EN3

   DCFN Springer to DC3 
    MSSN Sunaz to MS3  SN Thibodeaux to OS3        HTFN Thomas to HT3        IC3 West to IC2    FN Wetter to HT3
        FN Woller to EN3

Command Advanced Program (CAP) personnel are:

SH2(SW) Casasola to SH1(SW)

ET3 Blakenship to ET2
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The Commanding Officer frocks FN William Conage to SM3 while BM3 Diana Garcia waits patiently.








