HARPERS FERRY SAILORS RECEIVE APPRECIATION FOR THEIR COURAGE

Just in time for Armed Forces Appreciation Week, the Commanding Officer and crew of USS HARPERS FERRY (LSD 49) received a certificate of appreciation from students of Golden Door Charter School from Jersey City, New Jersey on May 14.  


Ms. Louise Cheo, a teacher at Golden Door Charter School in Jersey City, New Jersey visited the ship to present the certificate along with booklets made by the students in grades K-8.  


Each of the five hundred students at the school were asked to create a page in a “booklet of heroes.”   “Using pictures or words, the students expressed their gratitude to the men and women who help guarantee our freedom and way of life,” Ms. Cheo said.  


The projects were completed during National Charter School Week.  Charter schools are public schools that are funded by local city funds.  They are run by their own board and offer curriculum that is unlike the curriculum in standard public schools.  For example, the students participate in a character education program where each month they study a different character virtue.  The character virtue for May is courage.   Ms. Cheo said when the students started their monthly study, she and other teachers thought that paying tribute to the United States military was a great way to teach the students about courage.  “We believed it would be fitting to honor the U.S. Armed Forces serving all over the world,” she said.


CDR Bradley Martin, HARPERS FERRY’s Commanding Officer said the student’s gratitude is greatly appreciated.


For SM2 Anne Cloutier, it was a welcome reminder of how important her job really is.  “Sometimes you forget what you’re here for.   Their appreciation reminds you that it’s their freedom we are fighting for.  It feels good that we

are appreciated.”

