STUDENTS, SAILORS HAVE A BLAST AT ANNUAL EJ KING FUN DAY

It was water soaking, jump roping, hula hooping fun for students at EJ King school.  The school held their annual Fun Day on May 21 and many of USS HARPERS FERRY’s (LSD 49) sailors were there to volunteer their time for the event.


Students pre-school to fifth grade participated.  Several games were set up throughout the school’s playground and tennis courts.  Bucket Brigade, which required the children to pass a can (with holes at the bottom) full of water over their heads, causing them to get soaked in the process.  The students also enjoyed a friendly competition to see who could hula hoop or jump rope the longest. 
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  Nearly twenty HARPERS FERRY volunteers, along with parents, helped set up the games.  Chris Racek, one of the event‘s organizers, said the number of volunteers made things easier.  “We got set up pretty fast because of all the people here,” he said. 


In addition to the set up, the volunteers instructed the children on how to play the games and supervised them.  SM3 said playing with the students made her feel like a kid again.  “I had fun watching the children play and laugh.  It took me back to the days when I was in elementary school without a worry in the world,” she said.     



Physical Education teacher Chris Rhueble said Fun Day was a success, due in large part to the number of volunteers.  “This was the best Fun Day ever.   I think it was because of the cooperation with HARPERS FERRY,” she said.  Rhueble added that holding events like Fun Day are important, particularly for these students.  “These kids are overseas and they should have the same things that [the students] have in the states.”  She said that this experience also helps the kids who are will be leaving when their parent transfers.   “A lot of our children are leaving and it’s a very emotional time for them.  Now they have a positive good memory to take with them.”


SM3 encourages everyone to volunteer and said it’s very therapeutic.  “I encourage all Sailors to participate in these activities to release stress or just to have a good laugh,” she said.
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EN3 watches while students play a game of toss during EJ King Fun Day.














